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Priority scoring: 

A priority score is only required for adult Cat 2 equipment prescriptions.

Scoring is based on the expected outcome of provision of the requested item as compared to the current situation.

The maximum priority score is 12 points. Items scoring at this level require immediately sending a brief explanation of the extreme risk caused as a consequence of non provision justifying the high priority to the relevant divisional delegate (Team Leader / Manager) or External Liaison Clinician using “Urgent” in the email subject header.

For example, the very unsafe condition of a client’s situation or current equipment or home modification may lead to a likely or almost certain probability of a major or catastrophic consequence.  Such as exposure to an immediate hazard that may result in an injury requiring significant medical treatment, hospitalisation, long term dependency or death.  The provision of the prescribed equipment or home modification will mitigate this extreme risk. 

Different forms are used to assess priority for the following item groups: 

Mobility, positioning, ADL equipment, home modifications and switches / mounts for Powered Mobility Devices use the “Risk rating and priority scoring form” to rate the risk of not supplying the equipment and score the associated priority.
 See the form for instructions on how to calculate the risk of a significant consequence occurring to the client carer without the requested equipment / home modification.
Communication / Assistive Technology / Non Powered Mobility Device switches / mountings use the “Priority scoring communication and assistive technology” form.
 See the form for instructions on how to calculate impact on communicative success and / or assistive technology.
The examples below are for how to score Columns 2, 3 and 4 which are completed on either form:
How to score Column 2: Independence and Function for the client and / or carer 

Without the requested equipment the client is:

	Score
	Situation
	Example

	0
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No different
	· No change in situation

	2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Less efficient performing the task OR be an independent community user
	· self care inefficient and taking additional client and / or carer time to complete

· provision of the item will facilitate the person to make improvements in their functional capacity

· communication is severely compromised without the equipment item

· need for additional carer / community services will be avoided with the provision of the item

	3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Unable to perform the task OR 

Denied demonstrated improvement in independence
	· the client is unable to move around the home without the provision of the equipment or home modification
· the client is unable to complete personal hygiene tasks without the equipment or home modification
· The client is unable to communicate their basic needs without the supply of the equipment item
· Existing equipment/lack of equipment is contributing significantly to a deterioration in condition or function 


How to score Column 3: Frequency 

The equipment will be used:

	Score
	Situation
	Example

	0
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Less than 3 times per week  
	· Not eligible for DCSI EP provision

	1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

At least 3 times per week
	· Equipment is used during shopping or outings in the evening more than 3 times per week, but less than daily.

	2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Daily 
	The client:

· uses wheelchair every time they go outside and from one room to another

· uses equipment for a specific activity every day

· requires the shower chair for daily hygiene 

· uses the device most of the time during the day but has other methods at certain times of day

· requires the device for participation during more than one activity during the day, but at other times low tech or gestural communication is used.

· includes access to home eg: ramp



	3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
All throughout the

        day
	The client:

· is dependent on wheelchair for seating and mobility throughout the day work and home

· requires the communication device full time for all activities, including incidental communication.
· requires equipment to be able to get in / out of bed independently


How to score Column 4: Timing / Deterioration / Growth 

The following describes the client:

	Score
	Situation
	Example

	0
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Stable condition
	· No change to condition

	1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Currently slowly progressive / deteriorating condition / developing deformity / client growing out of equip / More advanced language functions required
	· Moderate deterioration of condition / change in size or posture making current equipment unsuitable
· Equipment will prevent moderate deterioration of a client’s condition eg: posture 

	2
	
Transitioning to environment with new or additional needs or demands / Rapidly deteriorating condition/transitioning from other services.
	· palliative

· equipment will prevent severe deterioration of a client’s condition eg: posture 

· there is significant deterioration of condition / function / change in size or posture making current equipment unsafe 

· Provision of equipment or home modification will allow timely discharge from hospital avoidance services eg: Metro Home Link/transitional care services/rehabilitation services
· Risk of residential care will be avoided by provision of item
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