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Clinical Assessment 

To be used as short term solution until permanent fixture can be installed. Also used when client is in rental or is being showered where it is not appropriate to install a permanent shower hose.

· Is hot water service suitable?  Water temperature can vary with the height of the hand shower when in use.

· Electrical safety considerations 

· Proximity of light fittings / switches and power points (zoning in the bathroom)

· Physical and cognitive capabilities of the client to control where spray goes

· Whether carer or staff member will also be using the hose or the client (& who attaches the hose)

· 1 or 2 outlet hose required?

· Length required

· Whether hose needs to be removed once installed or whether it can remain installed (ie attached to bath spout – clamp recommended in this situation)

· Consider where water will splash / run and what precautions should be taken to ensure client safety. 

Installation Considerations

· Install on requested tap – demonstrate clamps if required

· Check water flow for leaks in hose (at spout) and for unanticipated temperature fluctuations

Client / Carer instructions

· Ensure client is aware of the electrical safety considerations

· Advise to be aware that temperature can fluctuate – need to monitor this.

· Check that client / carer is capable of replacing the hose should it need to be removed from the spout it is installed on.

· Advise that water can spread further with use of a shower hose and precautions should be taken in regards to water damage to fittings and slippery floors.

Safety and Review Considerations

Review – Client / carer or care staff should check connections and condition of rubber connectors with each use. 

Checklist

· Equipment is still in use and suitable for the functional needs of the client

· Check client is still able to demonstrate safe use of hose

· Check rubber spout attachments for deterioration

· Check hose clamps for deterioration if used
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