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Equipment Program

Clinical Considerations for Prescribers
Toiletting Aids (including, Toiletting surrounds, Toilet Seat Raise and Toilet Seat Extension Raise (poly prop))
February 2013

Clinical Assessment 

· Consider client's weight and size.  Is a bariatric toilet seat raise required?

· Is the frame acceptable to other family members, can & will they use it or remove it , if they remove it where will they put it and can they replace it satisfactorily?

· Is the client able to push up evenly with both arms?  If not, the frame is at risk of tipping – consider a toilet seat extension and a fixed rail?

· Are padded armrests required? Consider a toilet seat extension and a toilet surround with armrests

· Is a splashguard required?

· Does client travel frequently – does the client require a folding frame

 Installation Considerations

· Adjust height; client's feet should be flat on the floor with knees at or just below the hips.

· Make sure that toilet seat raise fits over toilet bowl and does not sit half over.  Make sure splashguard fits into the toilet.  Make sure splash guard is requested at time of ordering if required.

· Place frame around the toilet with the bar against the front of the toilet bowl and the armrests going back towards the wall..

· Does the frame sit firmly on the floor – use fine adjustment leg if available

· For the toilet extension; adjust clasps to fit toilet bowl (this should be able to be down without removing exisiting seat).

· Does the toilet door open / close is that a problem?

Client / Carer instructions

· Demonstrate and observe transfers with client on and off the toilet using the toileting aid

· Cleaning – regular wiping over / cleaning of the frame will prolong life, especially under the seat and at the hinge.  Splashguards can be removed for cleaning.

· Inform client / carer to check monthly for rust at welds and adjustment holes and that extension raise should fit firmly to toilet.

· If 4th leg adjustment was used, inform client that it will need to be readjusted if the frame is moved to another toilet.

· If folding frame, demonstrate and observe client locking frame – stress that the frame needs to be locked open before use.

Installation Safety and Review considerations

Review – 12 monthly, as standard.  More frequently if client is heavy or transfers awkwardly.
Checklist

· No rust on frame particularly under seat and at weld points, hinge still works well and seat is in good condition. Check that clasps of toilet extension are still holding firmly. Height adjustments or folding mechanisms are still working and safe and adjustment holes are not worn.

· Equipment is still in use and still suitable for the functional needs of the client.

· Client can still transfer safely on and off toilet. 
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