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Specific Eligiblity Criteria: Tow Bar Mounted Wheelchair Carriers
December 2020
	Assessor / Prescriber
	Prescriber Level
	Delegate approval required

	Occupational Therapist

Physiotherapist
	Item specific approved prescriber status
	Yes


	Definition: A device mounted to the tow bar of a private vehicle designed to carry a folded manual wheelchair.


Please use the Wheelchair Carrier Eligibility Screen to determine whether a client is eligible to receive this equipment as it is only provided in exceptional circumstances.
	Features provided (as clinically required)

· Supply and installation of a tow bar mounted manual wheelchair carrier 


	Features not provided
· Tow bar mounted carriers for powered wheelchairs or scooters
· Trailers or other carrying devices

· Platform lifters designed to lift the client and their wheelchair into a vehicle

· Installation of the tow bar


Clinical indicators for provision of a Tow Bar Mounted Wheelchair Carrier
Wheelchair carriers will be provided in the following circumstances with authorisation from the specified delegate(s) and when it can be demonstrated that one or more of the following tasks impact on any of the Key Approval Criteria for Equipment: 

·  
Outdoor mobility
·  
Tasks of daily living 

·  
Community access
AND when all of the following criteria are met: 

· The client requires a manual wheelchair for all community mobility. 

· The client or carer is unable to safely propel the wheelchair distances required to complete tasks of daily living e.g. to get to the shop, get to doctor’s surgery but can propel the wheelchair once they are there. 

· Transport in the private vehicle is required at least 3–4 times per week. 

· The client or carer is able to safely use the wheelchair carrier and drive the private vehicle.
· The client or carer are unable to or are at risk of serious injury when loading or unloading the wheelchair into the car seat or boot. 
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