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Specific Eligibility Criteria: Powered Mobility Aids for Outside Use
December 2020
	Assessor / Prescriber
	Prescriber Level
	Delegate approval required

	Occupational Therapist

Physiotherapist
	Item specific approved prescriber status
	Yes


Powered mobility aids for use outside, such as scooters, are only provided in exceptional circumstances. Please refer to the criteria on page two of this document and use the Scooter Eligibility Screen to gather the required information to determine whether a client is eligible to receive this equipment.

	Definition: A three or four wheeled device, driven by an electric motor and powered by a rechargeable battery. It has a seat with armrests and backrest on a swivel base, and is operated using dual hand controls. It is a device designed for mobility rather than a means of transport over long distances (i.e. return journeys totalling more than 8km).


	Features provided (as clinically required)

· Three or four wheel models
· Standard baskets and carry bags
· One rear view mirror
· Flag

Powered mobility aid / scooter must weigh under 110kg, and travel at an absolute maximum speed of 10 km/h. To enable it to be legally driven in public places (i.e. footpaths, shops, workplaces) and used on public transport with disability access (buses, trains and access taxis) 


	Features not provided
· Sheepskin seat covers 

· Upholstery that is an additional cost 

· Baskets and carry bags that are an additional cost

· Paintwork that is an additional cost 

· Lights and mirrors that are an additional cost (a model with mirrors or lights as a standard option should be chosen) 

· Canopies 

· Powered mobility aid / scooter cover

· Suspension that is an additional cost unless medically indicated (e.g. pain management)

· Powered mobility aid / scooters with a maximum speed greater than 10 km/hr


Clinical indicators for provision of a Powered Mobility Aid / Scooter
Items will be provided in the following circumstances with authorisation from the specified delegate(s) and when it can be demonstrated that one or more of the following tasks impact on any of the Key Approval Criteria for Equipment:
· Indoor mobility

· Outdoor mobility 

· Tasks of daily living 

· Community access
AND when all the following criteria are met:

· Item is the client’s only means of mobility outside of their home environment. A powered mobility aid / scooter will not be provided as a means of transport to a destination. 

· Item is necessary for completion of essential tasks of daily living and is not primarily for recreation/social purposes. 

· The client is not able to mobilise or functionally propel a manual wheelchair sufficient distance outside their home environment to complete their tasks of daily living. 

· The spouse/carer is unable to assist safely with manual wheelchair mobility. 

· The client/carer is unable to drive and the client cannot mobilise sufficient distance once alighted from car to complete tasks of daily living. 

· A carer is not able to complete tasks of daily living on behalf of the client to enable client to remain living in the community. 

· Non-equipment options that would meet the need for outdoor mobility and/or completion of tasks of daily living have been trialled and must be shown to be impractical and unsustainable (e.g. public transport, taxis, home delivery services, council or volunteer assistance, community services or family support to perform these tasks) or unavailable (e.g. in rural settings).
In addition to the above criteria being met, a scooter will be provided when:

· The Key Approval Criteria for Equipment are met (note frequency of use must be at least three times per week).
· Appropriate storage and recharging facilities are available. 

· The client does not have any physical, medical, visual, cognitive or behavioural issues which affect their ability to drive the item safely with minimal risk of injury to themselves or others (refer to the Prescribing powered mobility aids procedure for relevant assessment processes to establish this). 

· The client does not have a powered wheelchair. 

· The client does not have a manual wheelchair, except when clinically indicated and approved by a specified delegate.
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