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Client Assessment: 

· Consider diagnosis/prognosis – short term use vs long term need

· Check availability of other suitable chairs within the home

· Modifications to height and/or comfort of existing chair (e.g. chair blocks/raise/skids, cushions or wedges)

· Ability of client to purchase or borrow a suitable chair

· Client's weight (weight tolerance of the chair – as indicated on catalogue), pelvis width and height

· Hip and knee ROM and strength, upper limb/ hand ROM, strength and function

· Skin integrity and pressure care requirements if likely to be sitting for long periods of time

· Transfer ability

· Other needs whilst seated e.g. footstool, over way table, pressure cushion

· Discuss and assess client’s carer ability and willingness to assist client with transfers or transport of the chair (between rooms) if required.

Environment Assessment:

· Is there sufficient space within the room to place the chair 

· Is the chair to be used in more than one room (low back geriatric chair)

· Do the armrests fit under the table? (low back geriatric chair)

Installation Considerations:

· Client's hips, knees and ankles should be at approximately 90 degrees

· Check that the client/carer can safely and easily transfer on and off the chair

· Refer to service coordinator if any of the following problems should occur:

· The client and/or carer exhibit any difficulty with transfers

· Chair too narrow

· Client/carer have difficulty moving low back geriatric chair in or out from under the table

Client/Carer Instructions

· Demonstrate and then observe client +/- carer performing safe and correct transfers on and off the chair

· Instruct carer on safe method of moving chair or assisting client with transfers

· Advise on general cleaning and maintenance of item

Safety and Review Considerations

Review – 12 monthly, as per standard procedure.  Review more frequently if client is heavy or transfers awkwardly.
Checklist

· Chair (including armrests, back and seat) in good condition, undamaged with no splits in vinyl

· Is chair still appropriate for client's needs?

· Is carer still able to assist with transfers as required?

· Any additional equipment / accessories required?
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