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Overview

At the time that this procedure is put into place, existing Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists will complete a self assessment of their  prescription skills for particular types of home modifications with a senior colleague and if they have the appropriate experience and skills will be signed off by a Team Leader / Manager as an approved prescriber for that modification.

This procedure describes the process for Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists from Disability SA and Domiciliary Care SA to achieve approved prescriber status for specific types of home modifications. Achieving approved prescriber status enables that specific modification to be prescribed by the clinician.

Clinicians will need to achieve “approved prescriber status” to be able to prescribe home modifications. Modification specific approved prescriber status will be required for prescription of the more complex or higher risk modifications. For all home modifications, the required prescriber discipline is listed as well as the need for approved prescriber status (refer to home modifications in scope list). This is to ensure that clinicians receive appropriate training and support to gain the required prescription skills and to provide appropriate outcomes for clients. 

The process to be followed by Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists coming into the Department for Communities and Social Inclusion (and those returning from extended leave greater than 12 months) who will be prescribing home modifications, to gain and maintain approved prescriber status. This procedure covers skills relating to the prescription of home modifications only and it does not consider general skills such as communication and time management.
Procedure detail

	Step
	Description

	1
	To complete initial orientation for home modification prescriptions

When commencing work in Domiciliary Care SA or Disability SA, all Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists who are required to or wish to achieve approved prescriber status for home modifications must:

· Read the DCSI Equipment Program home modifications prescriber notes and assessment forms, the DCSI Operational policy on home modifications and DCSI Home Modifications procedures. 

· Attend a practical session in the Maintenance and Fabrication Officer (MFO) workshop as soon as possible to become familiar with the staff, site, construction process and materials used. 

· Develop a training plan within the first 4 weeks of commencement of employment with the person who is responsible for orientating new staff. This should cover essential assessment and prescription skills and should be formulated in accordance with DCSI Performance Partnership Policy requirements. 

· Complete the home modification training program modules including Clinical Reasoning, Technical Drawing, Home Access modifications (using AS 1428.1 and the BCA), Measurement Tools and techniques and Sanitary facilities (Bathroom Design) as recommended in the training plan above, at the earliest available date.

Go to step 2.

	2
	To obtain approved prescriber status for basic home modifications

Refer to the “Home mods in scope list” for a full list of modifications and whether approved prescriber status is required.  For those modifications where modification specific approved prescriber status is not indicated, occupational therapists and physiotherapists will need to complete the orientation processes described above in step 1.

Once training has been completed, prescribers will be able to complete prescriptions for these modifications.

Go to step 3.



	3
	To obtain modification-specific approved prescriber status

Complete 2 to 3 supervised prescriptions with an approved prescriber for each modification for which you wish to achieve approved prescriber status (refer to the home modifications in scope list).

The following items require item-specific approved prescriber status (see home modification in scope list  for more details):

· Major kitchen modifications 

· Major bathroom modifications 

· Shower hoses 

· Removal of shower screens 

· Fold down shower seats 

· Slip resistant floor tiles 

· Lever taps 

· Ramps for a total height  > 190mm 

· Major step modifications (for total step height  > 300mm) 

· Hand rails for major step mods / ramps 

· Major internal access modifications 

· Electronic door opener

When the supervising approved prescriber is satisfied that the clinician has the skills and knowledge to prescribe this type of home modification autonomously, they will have achieved approved prescriber status for that item. The clinician can then add the approved prescriber status to personal records once approved by the Team Leader / Manager.

It is recommended that if, after 3 supervised prescriptions for any one type of modification listed above, the supervising approved prescriber has concerns about the clinician’s skills to prescribe autonomously, then the approved prescriber should provide specific verbal feedback to the clinician and a written report to the Team Leader / Manager / Clinical Supervisor (with a copy to the clinician).
The Team Leader / Manager / Clinical Supervisor can then (in consultation with the supervising approved prescriber and the clinician) put in place a program of specific training and support until the clinician attains the necessary skills and experience. Refer to DCSI Performance Partnership Plan - Policy, DCSI Managing Unsatisfactory Performance and Respectful treatment at work policy (restricted to DCSI staff).

A clinician may acquire approved prescriber status for all or some of the above home modifications over a period of time. The clinician may choose only to pursue approved prescriber status for certain types of modifications that are relevant to their role.

Go to step 4.

	4
	To maintain approved prescriber status
1. All clinicians who have attained approved prescriber status for home modifications must continue with ongoing professional development relevant to those modifications and in accordance with their professional registration requirements. 

2. Staff members may have the opportunity to attend appropriate training provided by other organisations to maintain their approved prescriber status. 

3. The unit manager / team leader / clinical supervisor as appropriate is to keep a record of professional development undertaken by the clinician and will be checked with the clinician during their DCSI Performance Partnership Plan.

Note: If a clinician with approved prescriber status is prescribing home modifications that are continually inappropriate or outside the scope of the DCSI guidelines, the team leader / manager / clinical supervisor or advisor (as appropriate) should pursue the standard performance management process in accordance with the PSM Act and the DCSI Performance Partnerships Policy and Procedure. DCSI Managing unsatisfactory performance guideline (restricted to DCSI staff) may need to be used as a final option as appropriate. 

Go to step 5.

	5
	To maintain an up to date and complete record of all approved prescribers

A record of the prescriber levels reached for each clinician and the name of the supervising approved prescriber will be kept by the team leader / manager / clinical supervisor (as appropriate) together with their professional development record.

Prescribers will be required to update their approved prescriber status in their personal records once approved by team leader / manager / clinical supervisor.


Flowchart

[image: image2.emf]Occupational Therapists and Physio 

therapists obtain approved prescriber 

status for basic home modifications.

Occupational Therapists and Physio 

therapists complete initial orientation for 

home modification prescriptions.

Occupational Therapists and Physio 

therapists obtain modification-specific 

approved prescriber status.

Occupational Therapists and Physio 

therapistsmaintain approved prescriber 

status.

Team Manager, Team Leader or Clinical 

Supervisor maintain an up to date and 

complete record of all approved 

prescribers.


Overarching legislation and policy
Policy

The guiding policy for this procedure is the “DCSI Operational Policy on Home Modifications”
Other related polices are:
· DCSI Performance partnership policy (restricted to DCSI staff)
· DCSI Respectful treatment at work policy (restricted to DCSI staff)
· DCSI managing unsatisfactory performance (access by DCSI Staff only)
Related procedures, standards and guidelines

Procedures
· “Achieving Approved Prescriber Status” 

See Clinical considerations for prescribers for home modifications at the “for access” locations below.
Forms and templates
· “Major Bathroom Modification Assessment Form” 

· “Major Kitchen Modification Assessment Form” 

Supporting documents and references 

“Home mods in scope list”
Other
DES Equipment Catalogue (for external prescribers)
DES online ordering system (for internal prescribers)
For access to all forms / supporting documents and procedures: 

Check for latest e-version from DES website, photocopies may be out of date

For further information or feedback: 

Phone: 1300 295 786       Fax: 1300 295 839      Email:equipment.feedback@dcsi.sa.gov.au
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Occupational Therapists and Physio therapists obtain approved prescriber status for basic home modifications.


Occupational Therapists and Physio therapists maintain approved prescriber status.
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